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             ST. PETER’S CHURCH 

      262 N. Main Street 

                        Liberty, NY 12754 

                            845-292-4525 

                                Email: srectory1@hvc.rr.com 

                           FB:  St. Peter’s Church, Liberty 

                         Website: www.stpetersliberty.com 

 

 
LIVING OUR FAITH   

 Our first reading from the Second Book of Samuel reminds us what a 

temporal/earthly king I; the hymn we read today from St. Paul’s letter to the 

Colossians sings about how the glorified Christ reigns. But it is in the Gospel of St. 

Luke that we come to understand in brutal terms what it costs to be the sovereign 

Lord of all. It is poetic and nice to say “Christ reconciled everything in his person.”  

It is quite something else and a whole lot messier and bloodier to realize that this 

reconciliation came at the point of nails piercing skin and bone, while followers 

looked on silently, leaders jeered and criminals blasphemed. 

 They called him King of the Jews and it was meant to be a mockery. How 

could this pitiful sight think himself the Son of David. He did not bear any sign of 

God’s favor, bloodied and humiliated as he was. Yet we are told there was one 

person there who saw past the matted hair and blood-stained face who saw “the 

image of the invisible God.” The good thief was rewarded for his clear vision with 

paradise itself. 

 On this last Sunday of the year, we are asked to contemplate the face of a 

king, so that we will recognize royalty and power when we see it. 

 

Questions for the week: In our country we have taken great pains to separate 

earthly and divine authority. How has this worked for and against us? Where do 

you see the face of Christ the King in the world? How can you serve this king? 

 

 

November 20, 2022 

Christ the King 

http://www.stpetersliberty.com/
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What does the church teach about the death penalty? 

All lives are sacred and worthy of a chance for repentance and reconciliation. 

STEPHEN SCHNECK 

From 2015–2020, 136 people were executed by state or federal government in the 

United States. Even if judgments of their guilt were correct, is death an acceptable 

punishment? The Catholic Church today says no, because their lives were sacred 

and worthy of a chance for repentance and reconciliation. 

Much like the development of other doctrine concerning issues of freedom and 

life—teachings on slavery and war, for example—the emergence of the Catholic 

Church’s opposition to the death penalty developed in recent centuries. Generally, 

before the conversion of the emperor Constantine, Christians were known (and 

often rebuked) for refusing to participate in the taking of human life for any reason. 

Some Christian leaders, such as Lactantius and Pope Nicholas I, opposed use of the 

death penalty, while others, such as St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas, 

allowed it when the security of the larger community was at stake. Augustine 

argued against the widespread use of the death penalty but justified it in cases 

where the lives of innocent people in the community were at stake. Aquinas 

justified the death penalty when no other means could protect the common good. 

Similar theological arguments for the death penalty are found in the writings of 

Duns Scotus, St. Robert Bellarmine, St. Thomas More, and Francisco Suarez. 

For centuries, when the church itself acted as the civil authority, as for example in 

the Papal States, it employed its own executioners. A notorious example is the 

Vatican’s chief executioner, Giovanni Battista Bugatti, who recorded more than 

500 executions in decades of the late 18th and early 19th centuries, often 

gruesomely performed on the Ponte Sant’Angelo, the bridge over the Tiber River, 

just outside the Vatican walls. 

How is it, then, that in little more than one hundred years the church shifted from 

directing executions on the Ponte Sant’Angelo to opposing capital punishment in 

all cases? 

Throughout the 20th century the church took increasing exception to the use of the 

death penalty, in part due to the monstrous evil of the incalculable number of 

executions by totalitarian and authoritarian states. St. Pope John XXIII and St. 

Pope Paul VI were intimately witness to these state executions and to those who 

shockingly cited theology to claim that those executed were dangers to the 

community. 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/stephen-schneck/
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How is it, then, that in little more than one hundred years the church shifted from 

directing executions on the Ponte Sant’Angelo to opposing capital punishment in 

all cases? 

Encyclicals like Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth, 1963) and Humane Vitae (Of 

Human Life, 1968) as well as documents from the Second Vatican Council, such 

as Gaudium et Spes (Joy and Hope, 1965), elevated a new appreciation of the 

infinite dignity of the human person vis-à-vis the authority of the state. In the wake 

of Vatican II, Paul VI quietly removed any allowance for the death penalty from 

the Holy See’s own code of laws and the Vatican spoke out prophetically against 

executions in Francisco Franco’s Spain and Nikita Kruschev’s Soviet Union. 

It was, however, during the papacy of St. Pope John Paul II that the specifics of the 

church’s opposition to the death penalty crystallized. As a young man in Poland, 

John Paul II was witness to both Nazi and Soviet totalitarianism and to their 

respective widespread executions. His personalist theology, formed against the 

horror of those executions, celebrated both the infinite dignity of each person and 

the infinite opportunities for salvation that divine grace provides each person, 

regardless of sin. 

These two elements of John Paul II’s personalist theology came together in his 

important 1995 encyclical, Evangelium Gaudium (The Gospel of Life), to form the 

church’s theological argument against the death penalty. There John Paul II 

maintained that the modern state has sufficient means to protect the community, 

short of capital punishment. 

Four years later, in 1999, while celebrating Mass in St. Louis, John Paul II publicly 

demanded an end to the death penalty. Pope Benedict XVI, following his many 

personal appeals opposing death sentences around the world, extended the 

arguments of his predecessor, in his 2011 apostolic exhortation Africae 

Munus (Africa’s Commitment) calling on world leaders “to make every effort to 

end the death penalty and to reform the penal system in a way that ensures respect 

for prisoners’ human dignity.” 

John Paul II’s personalist theology celebrated both the infinite dignity of each 

person and the infinite opportunities for salvation that divine grace provides each 

person, regardless of sin. 

In the summer of 2018, the Catholic office for all matters of doctrine, the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, took steps officially to forbid support for 

the death penalty by faithful Catholics, adding a new directive to the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church: “the Church teaches, in light of the gospel, that ‘the death 

penalty is inadmissible because it is an attack on the inviolability and the dignity of 

the person.’” 

Pope Francis in October 2020, in his landmark encyclical Fratelli Tutti (On 

Fraternity and Social Friendship), went further to insist that the church cannot 

allow “stepping back” from this doctrinal injunction against capital punishment, 

insisting that “the church is firmly committed to calling for its abolition 

worldwide.” 

With change in the Catechism in 2018 and Pope Francis’s binding teachings 

in Fratelli Tutti in 2020, the faithful are today morally obliged to oppose the death 
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penalty, may not promote or support executions, and may not in good conscience 

endorse laws that allow capital punishment. 

 

 
 

Hymns for this Weekend – 10AM Mass 

#281 The King of Glory  

#310 Alleluia, Sing to Jesus 

#249 We Are the Light of the World 

#285 City of God  

 

 
Readings for this Weekend – November 20th 

2 Samuel 5: 1-3 

Colossians 1: 12-20 

Luke 23: 35-43 

Readings for Thanksgiving – November 24th 

1 Kings 8:55-61 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Luke 1:39-55 

Readings for next Weekend – November 27th 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:37-44 

 

Donations for last Weekend – November 6th 

Regular collection:  $2,901 
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LET US PRAY… 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for November 2022 –  

For children who suffer 

We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, 

orphans, and victims of war; may they be guaranteed access to education and the 

opportunity to experience family affection. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay, John Hannon, Alice La Chance, Adele Henderson, Alexa Gabby 

Rodriguez, Ida Alvarez, Michael McKeon, Nelson Lopez, John Pemberton, Thelma 

Misko 
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MASS OF THANKSGIVING 

Mass on Thanksgiving Day (November 24th) will be celebrated at 10am.  

Please join us in thanking the God of all good things for the many blessings He so 

graciously bestows on us. 

All are invited to bring bread and wine to be blessed and taken back to be shared 

with family and friends at your Thanksgiving table. 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS’ MEMORIAL MASS 

Please join us in welcoming members of Court Mary Anthony of the Catholic 

Daughters of the Americans to our 10am Mass this Sunday, November 20th.   

This Mass will be offered for the repose of the souls of the departed members of 

the Court. 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS’PIE SALE THIS SUNDAY 

 
 

Do you love pie, but don’t love to bake?   Members of Court Mary Anthony of the 

Catholic Daughters have done the work for you!   

This Sunday, November 20th, after the 10am Mass, visit our table at the entrance of 

the church and pick up a delicious pie for Thanksgiving (or for dessert after 

Sunday dinner)! 

The Catholic Daughters support many charitable endeavors, but due to the 

pandemic, have been unable to fundraise as usual.  Our pies are available for a free 

will offering, which we will use for our charitable efforts. 

 Thank you for your support and Happy Thanksgiving from all of us! 

 

SUNDAY EVENING MASS TIME CHANGE 

Beginning on the first Sunday of Advent (November 27th), our 5:30pm Sunday 

evening Mass time will change to 4:00pm, and will remain at this time throughout 

the winter months. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO ADVENT 

 (This sacred season begins on Sunday, November 27th this year.) 

 

 
 

SIGN UP FOR FREE DAILY ADVENT REFLECTIONS!  

Each Daily Reflection is a short video that features Dr. Tim Gray commenting on 

the daily Mass readings, explaining the Scriptures, and providing you with 

concrete ideas on how to apply them to your life. This Advent, dive deeper into the 

joys and mysteries of the Incarnation with Dr. Gray and enjoy the richness of the 

Christmas season as never before. To sign up for daily Advent reflections, simply 

visit daily.formed.org! Questions? Call Christy at the Parish office. 

 

CALLING ALL SINGERS FOR THE CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

Would you like to give God the gift of your voice this Christmas?   

Then why not join our Parish Christmas Choir? 

Rehearsals will begin on the first Sunday of Advent (November 27th) immediately 

following the 10AM Mass, and will continue at the same time each Sunday 

leading up to Christmas.   

All are warmly welcome to join!  Simply show up on November 27th.   

Questions?  

Please feel free to call Judy at 845-292-3621.  

Thank you! 
 

 
 

PARISH MINISTRIES ARE OPEN 

Our Parish Children’s Shop, Clothes Closet and Food Pantry Ministries are open 

every Wednesday and Saturday from 9am -12pm.  All 3 ministries can be accessed 

via the downstairs back door of the St. Peter’s School Building. 

HELP FOR ADDICTION IS AVAILABLE! 

Do you know someone who has a problem with drugs, and wants to stop using?  

The Corona Self-Help Center is available to offer help.  For information, please 

call 845-482-2486 or visit www.daamerica.org. 

http://www.daamerica.org/
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

(Changing to 4:00PM on November 27th) 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


